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UXO Services 600-01-01 

 

WARNING CONCERNING UNEXPLODED ORDNANCE 

(UXO) 
 
1. In most cases in Western Australia, any unexploded ordnance (UXO) likely to be found is of 

the form that is designed to kill or to maim.  In most circumstances, it is very difficult for an 
untrained person to be able to determine if a UXO or a suspected UXO is dangerous or if it is 
harmless.  All such objects must therefore be treated as dangerous unless or until proven 
otherwise. 

 
2. UXO is ammunition, explosives and pyrotechnics such as artillery shells, mortar bombs, 

flares, TNT, gelignite and grenades of military origin that did not fully function when used or 
which was intentionally or inadvertently abandoned.  Much of the UXO pollution in the State 
results from training during World War II and can still be dangerous for many decades, if not 
centuries, later. 

 

3. Explosive ordnance to be found in non-training areas, such as storage and disposal sites, 
would not normally have been initiated or fired but it is, nevertheless, inherently dangerous, 
and is generally treated as UXO. 

 

4. UXO may be found on or below the soil surface.  Of the small percentage of artillery 
projectiles, mortars and aerial bombs which did not explode on impact, some will have 
penetrated the soil.  In stable soil conditions, most of these are likely to be found within two 
metres of the natural ground surface with density increasing towards the surface.  In unstable 
soil conditions, (for example in active sand dunes), UXO may lie at depths beyond the 
capacity of contemporary detecting equipment to locate. 

 

5. There are no known cases of UXO exploding involuntarily.  However, UXO can and have 
exploded in the following circumstances: 

 

a. Movement/vibration (eg. when handled or being transported by vehicle); 
 

b. Wilful tampering (eg. by a souvenir collector attempting to separate the components 
of the UXO); 

 

c. Mechanical disturbance (eg. when ploughing, digging or cultivating); and 
 

d. Increase in temperature (eg. bush fires). 
 

6. If a UXO or suspected UXO is located, the following procedure should be adopted: 
 

a. Do not disturb the site of the suspected UXO; 
 

b. Without disturbing the immediate vicinity, clearly mark the site of the UXO; 
 

c. Notify the Western Australia Police Service of the circumstances by the fastest 
possible means; and 

 

d. Maintain a presence near the site until advised to the contrary by a member of the 
Western Australia Police Service or a member of the Defence Forces. 

 


